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I. Miracles 

Our texts for today are full of miracles. We begin in the little town of Zarephath, where the 

prophet Elijah lives with a widow and her son. This is Old Testament time, famine and all, where 
mortality rates are terribly high and death is all too common. In this case, the widow’s son 

becomes sick and dies. He was all that she had left—both for family and for her livelihood. Now, 
he’s gone. She cries out to Elijah, "What have I to do with you, O man of God? Have you come to 

me to bring my sin to remembrance, and to kill my son?" Has God sent the prophet to stay with 

her just so that she might suffer and grieve for sin even more? Is that what the Lord is about? 
 

Hardly. Elijah takes the boy into a room, prays and stretches himself out on him three times. 
He prays that the Lord of life would return the boy’s soul to his body, and the Lord answers. The 

boy revives—alive again, and Elijah returns him to his mother. So what was it that brought the 

boy back to life? Was it the widow’s grief? Was it the prophet’s zeal? Was it some sort of medical 
maneuver as Elijah lay atop the boy? No. The widow gets it right when she says, "Now by this I 

know that you are a man of God, and that the word of the LORD in your mouth is the truth." 
 

In the Lord’s will, He has chosen to return the boy’s life in this world. By His Word, He has 
done so. The boy lives again because of the Lord’s Word and the Lord’s will. Don’t miss the 

miracle—life. Don’t miss the means—the Word of the Lord. 

 
Our Gospel lesson shows how the Lord used Elijah to point to His own ministry later on. This 

time, crowds follow Jesus as He approaches the city gates of Nain, but this parade is halted by 
another—a procession of death. A widow’s only son has died, and the funeral procession bears 

his body out of the city. Who has the right-of-way? In this world, death trumps life. Even today, 

funeral processions go through while others pull to the side, a gesture of respect and an 
unintended sermon that death gets its way. But it is not so that day at the gates of Nain. Jesus 

approaches the body and says, “Young man, I say to you, arise”—and the young man sits up and 
begins to talk to his mother. 

 

What is it that brings the boy back to life? The Lord of life is there. He speaks His Word, and 
death must flee. Don’t miss the miracle—life. Don’t miss the means—the Word of the Lord. 

 
We delight in these miracles. We give thanks to God for them, even though they’re isolated 

incidents. As Jesus Himself points out in Luke 4, there were many widows who suffered in Elijah’s 
time, and yet Elijah was only sent to help one. Likewise, many died during Jesus’ earthly 

ministry, but Jesus only healed a few. These miracles are exceptions to the rule—at least for 

now. But it will not always be so. From the city of Nain, you know where Jesus goes. He makes 
His way to Jerusalem, where He is betrayed and crucified. He suffers God’s wrath for the sin of 

the world. Three days later, He shatters death’s hold and rises from the dead.  
 

Because Christ has died and Christ is risen, we look for the resurrection of the dead and the 

life of the world to come. We confidently await the day when death is no more, and when the 
Lord calls all the dead back to life. He will speak—the dead will rise. We look forward to that 

miracle. 
 

These miracles are great—but as phenomenal as they are, there are greater miracles in our 
texts today. I point you to our epistle from Galatians 1, as Paul recounts his conversion. 



 

II. Greater Miracles 

As a Pharisee, St. Paul was dead. His body was working just fine, but his soul was dead in 

sin. His death was far more serious than those in the other texts. It was far more destructive. 
Paul wasn’t passive as one of the living dead. He was actively working against the Lord. He was 

actively persecuting the Church. He was actively using death in the hopes of destroying life. 

 
Paul is the textbook case of what it means as a sinner to be dead, blind and an enemy of 

God. He was dead, for he had no faith or grace. He was an enemy, trying to do away with the 
Gospel. And he was blind—he sincerely believed that he was serving God by killing Christians and 

seeking to destroy the Church.  
 

Thus Paul’s death was far worse: one who is dead in body but alive in soul belongs to the 

Lord forever. One who is dead in soul but alive in body is still dead forever—unless the Lord 
intervenes and does the saving. 

 
That is precisely what Jesus did for St. Paul: “it pleased God, who separated me from my 

mother's womb and called me through His grace, to reveal His Son in me, that I might preach 

Him among the Gentiles” (Gal. 1:15-16). There is no doubt, but that this was a great miracle. 
The Lord converted Paul from foremost persecutor and chief of sinners to foremost apostle and 

missionary to the Gentiles.  
 

How was this done? The same as the other miracles of life in our text—God’s Word. “The 
gospel which was preached by me is not according to man. For I neither received it from man, 

nor was I taught it, but it came through the revelation of Jesus Christ.” It wasn’t man’s word that 

saved Paul. Man’s word could reason with Paul about why he should be nice or offer him tips for 
anger management. Man’s word could suggest Paul other outlets for his zeal or other ways to 

approach those pesky Christians. But only God’s Word could raise Paul from death to life. Only 
God’s Word could turn him from enemy to child. Only God’s Word could make the blind Paul 

see…in more ways than one (Acts 9:17-18). Don’t miss the miracle—life. And don’t miss the 

means—God’s Word. 
 

Thus, dear friends, my plea to you today: do not miss the miracle that has happened to you, 
and still happens now; and do not miss the means by which it takes place.  

 

The death of the body is a horrific thing. We see it and we’re full of anguish and revulsion. In 
the meantime, we look on those around us who are not believers, and it doesn’t bother us so 

much. They seem to be getting along well enough in this life, for now, anyway. In other words, 
we are troubled far more by dead bodies than dead souls. Faith sees things quite the opposite: 

again, one who is dead in body but alive in soul is the Lord’s. One who is alive in body but dead 
in soul is lost. Thus Jesus Himself declares, "And do not fear those who kill the body but cannot 

kill the soul. But rather fear Him who is able to destroy both soul and body in hell” (Matt 10:28). 

It’s the life of the soul that is truly more important. 
 

Having said that, again let me repeat: physical death is a terrible thing; and as it is given to 
you to grieve the death of friends and loved ones, please do not think that I am trivializing that 

pain at all. Rather, I would have you believe, by faith, that the death of a soul is that much more 
terrible.  

 

For as you and I understand that the death of the soul is that much more terrible, then we 
will rejoice all the more in the greater miracle that God has given to you. Before you were born, 

God’s only Son shed His blood and offered up His life on the cross for your salvation. Though you 
were born dead in sin, blind and an enemy of God, the Lord has made you alive by His grace. He 



has turned you from enemy to beloved child. He has given you eyes to see. Do not miss that 

miracle. 
 

Further, do not miss the means, for it is the same as all the other miracles we have heard 
today: it is the Word of God. The Lord has added His Word to water in Holy Baptism, and so He 

has put His name on you and washed away your sins. He continues to speak His Gospel to you—

and as it wasn’t Elijah who raised the boy, neither is it the pastor who forgives your sins. It is the 
Word of God which we speak that gives life. Furthermore, the Lord adds His Word to bread and 

wine, to give you His body and blood for the forgiveness of sins.  
 

So the Lord has made you alive—and so the Lord maintains your life. Be warned: the devil, 
the world and your own sinful flesh will want you to think this forgiveness to be nothing, will 

tempt you to roll your eyes at the mention of God’s grace. But your faith delights to hear the 

Gospel, because thus you are made alive in a miracle far greater than the resurrections of Nain 
or Zarephath. Even today, by His means of grace, the Lord performs this greater miracle on you; 

and because He does, even death and grave have lost their sting—because He will raise you from 
the dead. 

 

Do not miss the miracle, and do not miss the means. Instead, rejoice to hear it again: you 
are forgiven for all of your sins.  

 
In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Ghost. Amen 

 



 


